
Mineral pigments:

Collecting and preparing



I found mineral pigments in the exposed earth 

and rocks of road side cuttings and embankments.

It is easy to see patches of color in the rocks.



Here is a patch of white. Opposite is a 
yellow brown.  I carry small plastic 
ziplock  bags and a spoon to scrape the 
pigments up with.



The pigment is 
put in a pestle 
and mortar and 
ground to fine 
powder. It is 
sieved with a fine 
sieve and the 
powder saved in 
a clear glass or 
plastic jar.



When a class of 30 students each bring a different pigment you can acquire a nice range of colors.



Pigments are tested on cloth (left) and on paper (right). You need to mix the pigment with a binder so that it will 
stick to the surface. You can buy commercial binder in a hardware store or use a more traditional binder like 
egg yoke or soy milk. 



Students working together to 
make a painting showing the 
many different pigments they 
collected.



Pigments on paper
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